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FEEDING DAIRY CALVES 
 

Prepared by Dr. John van Leeuwen, Ken Mellish and Dr. Ayub Kaniaru 
 
  
 
Day 1 - 3    Feed colostrum from the cow, at least four kg during the first 6 to12 hours.  If calf 

can suck cow, clean udder often, and give two kg at 6 hr.  Then, four kg per day.  
Colostrum protects the calf from getting sick. 

 
Day 4 - 14 Three to four kg of milk depending on calf size. Most large sized calves (45 kg) 

will require four kg per day. 
 
Week 2 - 4   Continue feeding milk and start feeding Calf Pellets. Give the calf a handful in 

the milk dish once milk is done. Increase the amount of pellets as the calf 
develops a taste for them. Access to clean water supply always.  

  
Week 5 - 8  If the calf is eating one kg per day of Calf Pellets then it is time to stop feeding 

milk. If milk is stopped, start feeding small amount of good quality forage such as 
chopped sweet potato vines. Access to clean water supply always. 

 
Week 8 - 32 Feed one kg of Calf  Pellets and good quality forage. 
  Supply access to a mineral-salt lick block.   
  Access to clean water supply always. 
   
Week 32-52 Feed one to two kg of Young Stock Pencils and good quality forage. 
  Supply access to a mineral-salt lick block. 
  Access to clean water supply always. 
 
One year - Feed one kg of dairy meal and good quality forage.  
Breeding Supply access to a mineral- salt lick block. 
  Access to clean water supply always. 
 

Calves should be given all the water they want to drink from the second week.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

CALVES THAT ARE FED CORRECTLY FROM AN EARLY AGE 
 WILL GROW INTO LARGER COWS THAT WILL GIVE MORE MILK 



CALF MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 
 
1.  Try to have the calf born in a clean dry area to reduce the possibility that it will get sick. 

Apply antiseptic (alcohol, not teat dip) to navel.  
 
2. Worm calves first at 12 weeks. Then continue to treat for worms every two months with 

albendazole or levmisole, or 3 months with dectomax (see vet). 
 
3. Calves kept on hard floors (cement or wood) will have less worms than calves raised on 

the ground. 
 
4. Calves should have their horns and extra teats removed at 3 to 6 months of age. 
 
5.  If you have several calves, house them separately unless they are the same size or the 

small ones will not get enough to eat. 
 
6.  Keep all dishes used to feed calves clean. Calves fed from dirty dishes will get calf 

scours.  Feed only the amount of calf pellets the calf will eat right away. If pellets get 
stale or wet the calf will not eat them.  

 
7.  If you have a chaff cutter, use it to cut the calf’s forage. Feed what the calf will clean up 

and don’t leave stale feed in the feeder. 
 
8.  Begin breeding heifers when they are 700 pounds and 16 months old. Breeding earlier 

will likely lead to problems at first calving. 
 
9. Hooves of heifers should be trimmed when they are 4 to7 months pregnant so they will 

be short during their first lactation, giving less cow foot problems. 
      
 
 
 

GOOD HEIFER CALVES ARE MONEY IN THE BANK  
 

 
         
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Dr. Ayub Kaniaru 0722565628 
Patrick Gatheru 0721215123 
John Nyaga  0721270478 
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